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BACKGROUND

15.000.000 articles (3.200.000 in English)

Top sites

1. google.com

2. facebook.com

3. youtube.com

4. yahoo.com

5. live.com

6. wikipedia.org

240 languages
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BACKGROUND

„English Wikipedia is a prominent source of online 

health information ... “ 
Laurent MR and Vickers TJ, JAMIA 2009;16:471-9 

... especially for young physicians 
Hughes B et al. Int J Med Inform 2009;78:645-55 

„... its accuracy, at least on science topics, is 

surprisingly high.“
Giles J. Nature 2006;443:493
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BACKGROUND

„... less complete, and has more errors of omission ... “ 
Clauson KA et al. Ann Pharmacother. 2008;42:1814-21

information found – promote patients‘ compliance

- influence on denial of therapy

- rate of participation in clinical trials
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AIM

completeness & accuracy?
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METHODS

3 independent observers

scores on a 0-3 scale

20 questions

test approach similar to Clauson et al. 
Ann Pharmacother 2008;42:1814-21 

Mann-Whitney U test
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RESULTS

3 independent observers

scores on a 0-3 scale

20 questions

test approach similar to Clauson et al. 
Ann Pharmacother 2008;42:1814-21 
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RESULTS

1

Professional Version

2

Patient Version

3

Wikipedia

50/60

40/60
33/60
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RESULTS

asked for „ease of use“

„page‘s oversight“

all 3 reviewers preferred Wikipedia
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DISCUSSION

Kristine L. Callis et al. „Improving Wikipedia: educational 

opportunity and professional 

responsibility“
Trends Ecol Evol 2009;24:177-9 
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CONCLUSION

1. Osteosarcoma-related information found in English 

Wikipedia is good but inferior to the NCI sites

2. „Public“ sites like Wikipedia should provide links to 

„professional“ websites

3. Organisations like NCI or EMSOS should check 

those sites on a regular basis
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